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Gabriel is CEO of Monaghan Integrated Development for the last seventeen years and has developed a broad 

skills base in the field of rural and community development and the management of area-based integrated local 
development strategies to stimulate growth and promote social inclusion. He is a former Executive member of 
the Irish Local Development Network (ILDN), an active member of its Rural Development Strategic Policy Group 
and he is recognised as an effective researcher and advocate of the evidence based approach to planning and 
strategy development. He has been lead coordinator on various policy papers and submissions on behalf of 
ILDN in recent years and has a particular interest in the application of Community Led Local Development in 
the current European Structural and Investment Funds 2014 – 2020. As someone with extensive experience 
in the Rural Development and the voluntary sector, he believes that the bottom-up approach holds significant 
potential for effectively designing and delivering on the Smart Village agenda. This requires EU Programmes like 
LEADER to effectively engage with rural communities, build their capacity through animation and to help them 
be co-designers for the future of their local communities. Gabriel is a business graduate of Trinity College Dublin 
and holds a Masters in Business Administration.

Since 1997 Davie has been active in Ireland promoting sustainability by delivering events and training 
programmes for  communities. He currently facilitates groups working on collaborative approaches to help their 
localities respond to climate and sustainability challenges with Cultivate Living and Learning, the trading name 
of the Sustainable Ireland Cooperative Society that he co-founded in 2000. In 1998 he was a founding member 
of FEASTA: the Foundation for the Economics of Sustainability and was it coordinator for 4 years. In 1999 Davie 
was a co-founder of Sustainable Projects Ireland Ltd. the company behind the ecovillage project in Cloughjordan, 
Co. Tipperary where he is now based. Cloughjordan Ecovillage is a neighbourhood of 100 adults and 35 children 
living in 55 low-energy homes on a 22 hectare site adjacent to the Irish rural town of Cloughjordan. In 2005 
Davie was one of the original catalysts of the Transition Towns process. From 2009 to 2011 he sat on the board 
of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland and from 2010 to 2013 was a director of Grow It Yourself Ireland. 
Davie is currently the chair of Cloughjordan Community Farm, Ireland’s largest CSA (Community Supported 
Agriculture) initiative, is a community catalyst for the GROW OBSERVATORY, a European funded citizen science 
project on soil, and has sat on the Council of ECOLISE, the European network for community-led initiatives on 
climate change and sustainability, for 4 years and in April 2019 was elected as a co-president.

Davie Philip, Co-President of the European Network for Community-Led initiatives on Climate Change and                                      
Sustainability (ECOLISE), and Community Resilience Manager at Cultivate Living and Learning.

Gabriel O’Connell, CEO Monaghan Integrated Development CLG and National LEADER Rural Development Working 
Group Member.
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Dr Farrell is a Lecturer in Geography and Director of the MA in Rural Sustainability at the School of Geography 
and Archaeology at NUI Galway, with research interests including rural and agricultural geography, processes of 
social, cultural and economic change for rural inhabitants; and rural migration. She is Principal Investigator for 
the National Rural Network in Ireland; and sits on the Expert Advisory Committee for the Action Plan for Rural 
Ireland. Dr Farrell is also leading NUI Galway’s involvement in the new four-year, €5.9 million RURALIZATION 
project with partner organisations across 12 European countries. This project aims to develop knowledge and 
support policy making to help answer some of the challenges facing rural areas and support rural regeneration. 

Dr Maura Farrell, Lecturer in the Discipline of Geography at NUI Galway and Lead Researcher with the National           
Rural Network (NRN).

Paul is currently Senior Policy Expert of the ENRD Contact Point where he coordinates the Thematic Group on 
Smart Villages. He used to be Team Leader of the ENRD Contact Point and the FARNET Support Unit. He was 
previously involved in the LEADER Observatories and URBACT. He was co-author of the EC Guidance on CLLD  
and was the manager of a LEADER local action group in Spain during LEADER I and II. The ENRD serves as a hub 
for exchange of information on how Rural Development policy, programmes, projects and other initiatives are 
working in practice and how they can be improved to achieve more.

Paul Soto, Senior Policy Expert, European Network for Rural Development (ENRD) Contact Point.
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Eoin graduated from WIT in 2010 with a Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Land Management in Agriculture. 
His career to date has being mainly within the agri-environmental area having worked in Teagasc for 4 years 
involved in GLAS, Derogation and many other scheme work aswell as with Wexford County Council within the 
environment and water services section. He is presently working as project manager with the Duncannon Blue 
Flag Farming and Communities Scheme EIP-AGRI Operational Group. This project aims to contribute to the 
recovery and long-term retention of the Blue Flag status at Duncannon beach, Co. Wexford, by improving the 
bacterial quality of the two coastal streams that flow onto the beach. It aims to do so through community wide 
engagement and by fostering positive relations between the farmers and householders in the catchment area 
to create positive solutions to existing challenges faced by the Duncannon community.

Eoin Kinsella, Agricultural Scientist with Wexford County Council and Lead Partner with the Duncannon Blue Flag 
Farming and Communities Scheme EIP-AGRI Operational Group.

Dr Stephen Brennan is currently Chief Digital Advisor to the Irish Government and founder and CEO of the 
healthcare AI company Centuri Analytics.  He leads the formulation of digital strategy and policy for the Irish 
Government.  He leads on developing and implementing national initiatives designed to assist Irish business and 
citizens maximise value from digital. He is also director of the National Digital Strategy. Dr Brennan is also a member 
of numerous government fora and the EU commission member states board on digital entrepreneurship. He 
has contributed to a number of successful Irish digital technology companies as well as a successful academic 
career.

Dr. Stephen Brennan, Chief Digital Advisor to the Irish Government.

Pat is the CEO and head of research at eTownz. Pat has a background in engineering, social sciences and 
technology development and over the past 7 years has undertaken considerable research with partners in NUI 
Galway, TUD and Trinity and a range of public and not for profit organisation in Ireland and across the EU. His 
research has focused on developing frameworks for smarter approaches to community management, planning 
and participation.  eTownz is a technology company that specialises in developing online tools for the community 
development sector, and have recently undertaken extensive projects in Laois and with Clare Local Development 
Company in Clare. See www.etownz.com

Pat Kennedy, Owner and Digital Strategist at eConcepts Web Solutions and eTownz.
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